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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The phrase "and/or" in claim 1 lines 9 and 1 1 , claim 
2 line 2, claim 5 line 5, and claim 6 lines 7, 9 and 11, renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention, and as such what specific structure is being claimed. For examination it will 
be treated as being only "and". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Moore (US 6,089,752). 

Regarding claim 1 , Moore discloses a sack 5 for compressing compressible 
material contained therein, the sack including: a pliable body portion 10 for receiving the 
material, the body portion having a lower base portion 40, wall means and an upper 
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opening 1 1 for introducing the material into the sack and removing it therefrom; cover 
means 20 exterior to the body portion and fixed thereto proximate the opening and 
having cover fastening means 75 for releasably fastening to the body portion proximate 
the base whereby the cover means covers the opening, and a plurality of straps 
60/65/70/75/85 and connectors exterior to the body portion and attached thereto; 
wherein the cover fastening means 75 and the plurality of straps and connectors are 
operable to compress material in the body portion. 

Regarding claim 2, shoulder straps 60/65 cooperable with another or others of 
the plurality of straps and connectors whereby the sack constitutes a backpack. 

Regarding claim 3, the upper portion of the wall means constitutes the opening 
and includes a drawstring 30 for the opening. 

Regarding claim 4, the body portion 10 is shaped to be substantially cylindrical 
when full and the cover means 20 is cap-like and adapted to cover and extend below 
the opening when the cover fastening means is fastened to the body portion. 

Regarding claim 6, Moore discloses a backpack 10 including: a pliable body 
portion 10 having a lower base portion 40, wall means and an upper opening 1 1 for 
introducing material into the backpack and removing it therefrom; cover means 20 
exterior to the body portion and fixed thereto proximate the opening and having cover 
fastening means 75 for releasably fastening to the body portion proximate the base 
whereby the cover means covers the opening; a plurality of straps 70/85 and 
connectors exterior to the body portion and attached thereto, and shoulder straps 60/65 
fixed to the body portion proximate the opening, the shoulder straps cooperating in use 
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with at least one of the plurality of straps and connectors and being stowable when not 
in use (i.e. the straps could be tucked inside the opening 11); wherein the cover 
fastening means and the plurality of straps and connectors are operable to compress 
compressible material in the body portion. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Moore in 
view of Thompson (US 6,325,262). Moore discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed but does not have porous pliable panel member that creates a sleeve. 
However, Thompson teaches that it is well known to provide a backpack 100 having a 
wall means 110 and shoulder straps 120 with a porous pliable panel member 130 
between the shoulder straps and attached to the wall means to form a sleeve 131 on 
the back of the back pack, whereby the sleeve can also be used to store a stiffening 
member 150. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention that the straps 60 and 65 of Moore can be used as shoulder straps, 
and to provide the sack with a breathable barrier/sleeve as taught by Thompson in order 
to make the sack more comfortable when carried as a backpack by the wearer. In doing 
so, a sleeve would be defined which could be used to stow a stiffening member, a 
hydration bladder, or the shoulder straps when not in use. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to COREY N. SKURDAL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-9588. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/C. N. S./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3782 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3782 



